THE    LAST    DAYS    OF   MADRID

wildest flights of imagination. As soon as he had finished,
and a member of the Popular Front was going to speak, he
told him that he was very sorry not to be able to remain
longer with them as he had a dinner engagement. The
Popular Front representatives, surprised at the Prime
Minister's decision not to listen to them, instead of taking a
strong line and insisting that Dr. Negrin should allow them
to explain their opinions, preferred to be silent, and simply
regretted his procedure. There is no doubt that on this
occasion the Popular Front gave proof of unpardonable
weakness, considering the gravity of the situation. This
weakness made me think that the help which they had on
so many occasions offered me would not be as effective as
one could wish. As a matter of fact, in the afternoon of the
same day I called together the leaders of the Popular
Front to my office with, naturally, representatives of the
Communist Party. I told them that I did not intend to
tolerate the disrespect and impudence of that Party, such
as had been shown in the affair of the manifesto, and that
I had called them together to tell them this. I said that
they should not be surprised at any decisions I might
make, since my attempts at cordial relationships had
failed. At this meeting members of the various parties and
syndicates explained that if the Communists did not
completely change their attitude they intended to expel
the Party from the Popular Front. On this occasion I
realised that they meant what they said. Although the
Communists persistently promised that from then onwards
there would be the greatest cordiality between them, I felt
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